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Special points of inter-
est

e PEAK's activities were
expanded in 2003, to
incorporate the key
social and economic
issues that effect the

Porgera Valley and sur-
rounding areas follow
ing the mine closure
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DRAFT STATE OF THE RIVER REPORT CARD’

Barmy Hart

Peak agreed to a final pro-
posal at it’s October 2008
meeting to produce a Report
Card assessing the ecological
condition of the Strickland
River and associated water
bodies. Committee members
emphasized the importance of
the local community being able
to understand the Report Card.
Key steps in the design of the
ecosystem health monitoring
systems were:

Clearly articulate the overall
objectives or vision of the
program,

Identify important environ-
mental (and human health)
assets or values to be pro-
tected that are consistent
with this vision,

Develop measurable water
quality objectives to protect

these key assets and values,

o |dentify robust, defensible
and cost-effective indica-
tors to underpin these ob-
jectives.

The rationale for the EHMP for
the Porgera Gold Mine is to
provide “A sound program of
environmental management
and monitoring that will en-
able the Porgera Joint Venture
(PJV) to minimize the impacts
of the Porgera Gold Project on
the environment, to continu-
ally assess the significance of
impacts and take remedial
action where unacceptable
impacts are indicated. The
program is designed to provide
PJV with pertinent informa-
tion regarding the effects of
its mining operations on the
environment, as well as satis-
fying environmental quality
objectives set by the PNG

n Inc

Promoting a Sustainable Future

Government.”
The benchmark assessments
outlined at the April 2008
meeting were (a) assessment
relative to reference condi-
tions, and (b) assessment at
SG3 relative to compliance.
Conclusions drawn from the
April 2009 meeting were:

e A Report Card is being de-
veloped using data from the
PJV Annual Environmental
Monitoring Program.

Data being synthesized and
integrated into a series of
indices that reflect the con-
dition of key environ-
mental assets

These being further synthe-
sized into a series of sum-
mary indicators and effec-
tively communicated to a
wide range of stakeholders.
Presentation of the Report
Card and the

(Con't on Page 3)

‘STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT IN ADDRESSING HIV/AIDS IN THE

Y

PORGERA VALI
By Marie Mondu

In Aprit 2008, the PEAK HIV/
AIDS sub-committee contracted
local research officer Ms Marie
Mondu from Caritas Australia
STI Management Program, who
was assisted by Mr Philip Maso
of Caritas PNG to consult vari-
ous stakeholders’ in the Por-
gera Valley and report on
stakeholders’ involvement in
dealing with HIV/AIDS. Consul-
tations took place over a period
of four days.

The Survey of Porgera stake-
holder opinions was based on
two aspects: What is the cur-
rent involvement of various
stakeholder groups in Porgera

in dealing with HIV/AIDS? and
What are the unmet needs at
the present time in dealing
with HIV/AIDS in Porgera?

Key stakeholders’ invited at
the LLG Council Chambers,
Paiyam were Porgera Devel-
opment Authority, Porgera
Landowners Association, Por-
gera LLG and District Admini-
stration, Community Issues
Committee, Porgera District
Young Association, Porgera
District Womens’ Association,
Porgera District AIDS Com-
mittee, SML Youth, Porgera
Hospital, Day Care Centre,
Four main primary schools
and high schools, PJV Fami-

lies residing in Porgera and all
FBOs (Catholic, CAF, Foursquare,
SDA, Lutheran, United etc).
According to statistics by the
National Health Department and
NACS in December 2006, there
are more than 839 confirmed HIV
positive cases in the Enga Prov-
ince.

HIV/AIDS is acknowledged to be
a growing issue in Porgera, yet
there appears to be no concrete
paradigm of aggressive and ongo-
ing HIV programs in place for the
general public. Corporate bodies
and individuals consulted, have
to some extent made attempts
in addressing HIV within their
respective

(Cont’d on Page 2)
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. organisations or localities
with what little resources
and knowledge is available.
Discussions with participants
have opened doors for reali-
sation that HIV is not one
person’s fight. Many in that
light pushed for partnership
amongst fellow stakeholders.
However, a number of chal-
lenges and unmet needs have
to be addressed before real
networking can successfully
take place. Most of the needs
identified in the survey cor-
related in many aspects.

Unmet needs were expressed
by different stakeholders’
whose experience challenges
in their struggle to deal with
HIV in the Porgera Valley.
Very few deal directly with
the issue but have a role in
addressing  driving factors
behind the epidemic. Discus-
sions included noting their
suggestions on how to im-
prove their current involve-
ment and learning of expec-
tations that are not being
met. Some of which are
listed below:

e Total liquor ban in Por-
gera;

Inclusion of HIV/AIDS les-
sons in schools;

When will ART happen?;

There are inadequacies in
the way VCT is conducted;

What is there for young
men and women?;

e Law enforcers unable to
deal with HIV/AIDS cases
(need clear legislation);

More HIV Training;

Limited resources;

PJV HIV Workplace Policy;
and

Stakeholders' and Partner-
ship;

A number of pressing issues
which arose during consulta-
tions were the law and order,
involvement of churches in
healing is raising false expec-
tations, poor co-operation in

use of resources, awareness
strategies—not seen as effec-
tive, youth and social prob-
lems, money vs volunteerism
in HIV work, safe sex methods
not fully encouraged/not used
and the lack of proper re-
sources and qualified staff.

Four recommendations arising
from opinions expressed dur-
ing the survey was the need
for an extensive in-depth sur-
veillance study of the current
situation in Porgera so as to
map serologically and explain
behaviourally the HIV epi-
demic and to understand it in
relation to social, political,
cultural and biological factors.
The importance in providing
adequate training in HIV edu-
cation and its effects, empha-
sising the significance of ways
to be found to enable such
people in the community to
receive such training and deal
with the present “money”
mentality among youth so that
many would participate in
appropriate training. The third
recommendation was the co-
ordination of activities be
addressed so that individual
involvement be part of a lar-
ger, better co-ordinated and
more effective response. The
final recommendation was for
groups who have a common
interest in law, order, social
welfare and human rights,
such as churches, NGOs, law
enforcement agencies and
other interested stakeholders
appears to be having little
effect in the present worsen-
ing situation. The need to find
new and creative means to,
plan and action ways to deal
with present negative social
factors such as alcohol and
drug abuse, violence, poverty,
etc and in so doing to open
ways for more effective stake-
holder involvement.

“There is no real aggressive
HIV program apart from
what DAC (District AIDS Com-
mittee) is doing. In terms of
stakeholders’  involvement
or collaboration to address
the issue in Porgera—Nil.
SDAs (Seventh Day Advent-

ist) are doing something.
There are trainings’ run for
the public but there are
certain drawbacks—There is
not enough publicity for
everyone to get information
on where and when HIV
trainings’ were held in the
past years. Otherwise not
everyone or majority is
benefiting. Sometimes the
same people are hand-
picked for second training.
The question is: Does every-
body have the prerogative
to get permission to run
HIV/IAIDS awareness and
training? Men generally are
hesitant to talk openly
about HIV in Church. Con-
doms are greatly used—
sometimes seen as balloons
blown up and thrown on
streets.” - Girl Guides
President, Paivam Village,
19th April 2008
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. Missionaries. He has a
post-graduate Diploma in
Athropology and a Doctor-
ate in Theology. At present
he is based in Goroka as
research advisor for Caritas
Australia.

Fr. Philip Gibbs has been a
member of PEAK for about
six years. He leaves the
Komiti where he will be
going home to New Zealand
for a year of sabbatical.

Fr. Philip Gibbs






